
    

Bates Place 

  Board Update  
   
Since our last newsletter, some exciting developments 

have taken place at Bates Place Ministries.  It is truly 

amazing how the Spirit continues to be on the move in 

shaping the ministry and in presenting new opportunities to reach out to 

members of our community.   

 

The Building - Bates Place was closed for a little over a week earlier this 

spring while significant upgrades were made to our facility.  It started with a 

work-bee in which 20 men from First Church gave up a large portion of a 

Saturday to work at both Bates Place and the duplex.  These servants, armed 

with great attitudes, made quick work of removing the faded and musty 

green carpet on the main floor so that Frank Huizinga and his crew could put 

down a beautiful new solid surface floor.   While Frank was wrapping up the 

floor, Erik Boehm took on the installation of new lighting along with a crisp 

new ceiling.  Finally, Scott Van Drunen’s employer, Vredevoogd Heating and 

Cooling, replaced the aging furnace and added a long overdue central air 

conditioning system just in time for the recent warm spell.  Many thanks  to 

all who had a hand in taking the building to a whole new level in what was a 

very short work window.  Job well done! 

 

The Board - The vision for the Bates Place Board always included room to 

have a couple of the seats filled by members of the community at large.  We 

have been blessed to have Pearl Banks, a staff member at Neland Avenue 

Church and who has significant experience in grant writing and grant 

administration, on the board from nearly our inception.  Recently, the board 

added another new member in the person of Dan Buron.  Dan is the Director 

of Workforce Development and a member of the executive team at Goodwill 

of Greater Grand Rapids.  His skills and experience like those of Pearl, will 

definitely prove to be valuable to our board as we collectively focus on  

 

supporting our staff and volunteers in the carrying out of our stated mission.  

Join us in giving thanks for these talented and willing board members. 

 

The Doors - No, not the sixties era rock group but rather the many 

unexpected passage ways of opportunity that seemingly well up from out of 

nowhere around Bates Place.  Through the Spirit’s moving, Bates Place has 

grown rather remarkably through a series of collaborative partnerships with 

other non-profits.   We now have been presented with another door in the 

form of a grant proposal that will be centered on workforce training and 

development.  Targeted at the urban community that we serve, this grant 

proposal will go before some of the area’s well known foundations later this 

fall and it has the potential to have a significant impact on both those we 

serve and on the growth of Bates Place Ministries. 

 

So, as you can see, much has happened in a relatively short time.  We 

continue to appreciate your support and we truly covet your ongoing 

prayers.  Please pray for the day to day interactions and the relationships that 

are established with those we serve.  We especially ask that you pray for the 

ongoing formation of this grant proposal.   
              -Joel Ruiter 

 
 

 

                               Bates Place Weekly Calendar 
 

    Monday              Tuesday      Wednesday      Thursday            Friday 
    Community 

   Dinner 5-6pm    

    

     open 

   9am-3pm 

    open 

   9am-3pm 

    CLEAR* 

10:30am-1pm 

  open 1-3pm 

     open 

   9am-3pm 

 

Food Truck  - June 23, July 22, August 26 

 

*CLEAR – Coalition Leadership Education and Rehabilitation 

  



   How do you catch a fish? 
 
      On Thursday, June 23 there will be a Feeding 

America food truck on the church parking lot at 

5:30pm. The food truck will also be here on July 22 

and August 26.    

 

Anyone can take advantage of the food trucks. All they 

have to do is sign in, take a number and get in line. The 

only restriction is…you must be an adult or at least     

accompanied by one. 

 

     The food trucks provide us with a couple of things (outside of the obvious). 

One of the things the food truck provides us with is an “icebreaker.” There 

will be people we are unfamiliar with who will show up for the food truck. 

This provides an opportunity to at least start a conversation with them. That 

conversation could very well be the beginning of a relationship. 

 

     The food truck also provides us with an opportunity to meet the felt needs 

of those who attend. Meeting these needs is very essential to eventually 

building authentic relationships. It tells them they are relevant, they are 

accepted and loved unconditionally. 

 

     So, there is a lot more going on than just passing out food at these food 

trucks. The title at the top of this page was a question I asked in referring to 

the technique for catching fish. In order to be successful, you must have a 

lure. The same goes when it comes to people. The food is what brings them 

in; then we have the opportunity to minister to them in various ways. 

 

Selah’ 

     

Bryan R Blakely Sr. 
Executive Director of Bates Place Ministries 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Bates Place has a new receptionist named Deeb Hattem. Deeb helps out with 

data entry, greeting visitors, and simply being a pleasant presence. 

 

Deeb is a Marine veteran. He has worked as a lab technician and has 

educated himself in a variety of areas including economics, politics, and 

sociology. He is a good conversationalist and well informed which helps him 

in his responsibilities as a receptionist. Deeb has impressed all visitors by 

being well-dressed and classy in appearance.  

 

Thanks, Deeb, for the hours you give to Bates Place. 

You serve well. 

Receptionists are assigned to Bates Place by AARP 

who places people seeking work experience in non-

profit organizations. The person receives a stipend 

from AARP. The volunteer's assignment lasts 6 months 

to 1 year; their work week is 18 – 25 hours. They leave 

when they are either hired or reassigned. 

                                                                -Dick Sonderfan 

Helping those in need find 
spiritual and practical solutions 

  

Bates    Chronicles 
  


